
Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

CENTRAL OFFICE
Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila

January 5, 2021

DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM )
)

CIRCULAR NO. _0_3 ~
Series of 2021 cl O\\\)~\~1'
FOR I TO : Undersecretaries

Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Service Directors
Regional Directors
Heads of UPMOs
District Engineers
This Department

For information and guidance, attached is a certified copy of the Memorandum from
the Executive Secretary, Salvador C. Medialdea, dated December 31, 2020,
entitled "ADDITIONAL MEASURES RELATIVE TO THE SARS-COV-2 VARIANT
DETECTED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM".

A copy of the said Memorandum may also be downloaded from the DPWH website:
http://dpwhweb. If an office cannot access the DPWH website, a hard copy may be
obtained from the RecordsManagement Division, HRAS,upon request.

For dissemination to all concerned.

~
MARICHU A. PALAFOX, CESO III
Assistant Secretary for Support Services

Encl: Memorandum from the Executive Secretary dated December 31, 2020

cc: Office of the Secretary
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

-

FOR

SUBJECT

DATE

THE CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS
Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging
Infectious Diseases

ADDITIONAL MEASURES RELATIVE TO THE SARS-COV-2
VARIANT DETECTED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

31 December 2020

Taking into consideration the joint recommendation of the DOH and DFA dated
31 December 2020, submitted pursuant to the Memorandum from the Executive
Secretary dated 29 December 2020, relative to the SARS-CoV-2 variant (8.1.1.7 or
VUl2020112J01) first detected in the United Kingdom, and upon consultation with other
agencies regarding existing measures, this Office hereby directs all relevagt agencies
to implement the following:

I.I~ of the United States of America (US) among the countries subject
to.'ll_ ·nJStrictions

FOfeign passengers coming from the US, or who have been to the US within
14 days immediately preceding arrival in the Philippines, shall be prohibited
fron'lentering the country effective 0001 H of 03 January 2021, Manila time, until
15 January 2021;

B.Effective immediately, foreign passengers coming from the US, or who have
been to the US within 14 days immediately preceding arrival in the Philippines,
arriving before 0001 H of 03 January 2021, Manila time, shall not be prohibited
f'rQm entering the Philippines, but shall be required to undergo an absolute
facility-based 14-day quarantine period notwithstanding a negative Reverse
Transcription - Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) result, and

C. Ukewise effective immediately, Filipino citizens coming from the US, or who
have been to the US within 14 days immediately preceding arrival in the
Philippines, including those arriving after 0001 H of 03 January 2021, Manila
time, shall not be prohibited from entering the country, but shall be required to
undergo an absolute facility-based 14-day quarantine period notwithstanding a
negative RT-PCR result.

II. Rules applicable to Filipino and foreign passengers merely transiting through
a country covered by the travel restrictions

A AI passengers,whether Filipinos or foreigners, merely transiting through any of
the countries covered by the Memorandum from the Executive Secretary dated
29 December 2020 and subsequent inclusions thereto (·covered country"), shall



... - '

not be deemed as having come from or having been to such covered country,
provided they stayed in the airport the whole time and were not cleared for entry
into the covered country by its immigration authorities;

B. Upon arrival in the Philippines, passengers covered by the immediately
preceding paragraph need not complete a full 14-day facility-based quarantine,
and may be allowed home quarantine upon testing negative on RT-PCR at point
of entry. pursuant to existing protocols of the national government;

C. Transiting foreign passengers who left the airport or were cleared for entry into
the covered country by its immigration authorities shall be prohibited from
entering the Philippines;

D. Transiting Filipino citizens who left the airport or were cleared for entry into the
covered country by i1s immigration authorities shall not be prohibited from
entering the Philippines, but shall be required to undergo an absolute facility-
based 14-day quarantine period notwithstanding a negative RT-PCR result

This directive is without prejudice to existing prohibitions and procedures on
entry pursuant to rules and protocols generally applicable to arriving passengers.

For strict compliance .
•

By authority of the President

L

SALt.DOR; MEDIA~D~



MJ:;',MORANDUM FROM_THE EXECUTIVE SE9RETARX

FOR

SUBJECT

THE CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS
Inter-Agency Task Force for thi? ~.;'an()gement ot Emerging
Infectious Diseases

ADDITIONAL MEASURES RELATIVE TO THE SARS-COV-2
VARIANT DETECTED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

DATE 31 December 2020--------
Taklllg into corslderatlOn the JOint recommendation of the DOH and DF,A,ciated

31 December 2020 submitted pursuant to the Memorandum from trIG Executive
Secretary dated 29 Cecember 2020, relative to the SARS-CoV·2 '1ar:ant (8 1"1 or
VUI 2020/12/01,1 first detected In the United Kmgdorn, and upon consultation ,vltn otller
agencies regarding e>:lstInQ measures, thiS Office hereby directs all relevant aGcncles
to Irnplementllle followmg

l. Inclusion of the United States of America (US) among the countries subject
to travel restricticms

A Foreign passe:lgers COfwng from the US or who have Deen tel U-,e US Within
14 days Immediately preceding arrival In the Philipplf18S shall tle proliibited
from entenng the country effective 0001 H of 03 January 2021 Manila III'i!:, unLi
15 January 20.2 l'

B_ Effective Irnmedlately, foreign passengers coming from tne US. or \'vl-'0 have
been to the U~; within 14 days immedIately preceding arrival In (tle Philippines
arnvlng before 0001 H of 03 January 2021 Manila tIme, shail no! be prohibited
from entenng the Philippines. but shall be requIred to undergo an absolute
facility-based 14-day quarantille penod notWIthstanding a negative Reverse
Transcnptlon ..Polymerase Cham Reaction \RT-PCR) result and

C likeWise effecllve Immediately, FilipinO citizens coming frorn tile US or who
have been to the US Within 14 days Immediately preceding arrtval In tilE'
Philippines, including those arnvmg after 0001 H of 03 January 2021 ManIla
time, shall not be prorllblled from entenng the country, but shall be required to
undergo an absolute faCility-based 14,day quarantl!l6 penod notWithstanding a
negative RT-FCR result

II. Rules applicable to Filipino and foreign passengers merely transiting through
a country coverE1d by the travel restrictions

A Ail passengen" whether Filipinos or foreigners, mereiy transIting tlllOUgh any of
tile countries covered by tile Memorandum from the Executive Secretary elated
29 December 2020 and subsequent mcluSlons thereto (covered country) shall



not be deemed as having come from or having been to such coverecl counlry.
provIded they stayed in the airport the wllole time and were not cleared for entrl
mto the covered country by Its Irt1f1llgratlon authontles.

B Upon arnvai In the PhIlippines. passengers covered by the Immediately
preceding paragraph need not complete a full14-day facility-based quarantine
and may be allowed home quarantme upon testing negative on RT·PCR at pOint
of entry pursuant to eXisting protocols of the national government.

C TransIting foreIgn passengers who left the airport or were cleared for entry into
the covered country by Its Imnllgralion authonlies shall be prOhIbIted from
entenng the Prlllipptnes

o Transiting FlllplfJO cItizens WIIO left the airport or were cleared for entry Into the
covereli country by its immigratIOn authorities shall not be prolllMed from
entering the PhilipPines. but shall be requirecJ to undergo an absolute faCility-
based 14-day quarantine period not'Nfthstandtng a negative RT-PCR result

Th:s directIVe IS Without prejudice to eXlsttng prohibitions and procedures on
f:.ntry pursuant to rules and protocols generally applicable to arrlvtng passengers

For strict compliance

By authonty of the PreSIdent

SALVADOR C. MEDIALDEA
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