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Republic of the  Philippines

DEPARTMENT OF  PUBLIC  WORKS AND  HIGHWAYS
CENTRAL OFFICE

Manila
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SENIOR UNDERSECRETARY
UNDERSECRETARIES
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES
REGIONAL DIRECTORS
BUREAU DIRECTORS
SERVICE DIRECTORS
HEADS OF UPMOs
DISTRICT ENGINEERS
HEADS OF ATTACHED AGENCIES
OTHERS CONCERNED
This Department
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For information  and  guidance,  attached  is a copy of Proclamation  No. 597 dated June  13,
2024 signed  by Executive Secretary  Lucas P.  Bersamin, with the subject: ``DECLARING THE
PERIOD  OF  17  TO  23  JULY OF  EVERY YEAR AS ``NATIONAL  DISABILITY  RIGHTS
WEEK,,.

A   copy   of   the   said   Proclamation   may   also   be   downloaded   from   the   DPWH   website:
httD://dDwhweb.  If an  office cannot access the  DPWH  website,  a  hard  copy may be obtained
from  the  Records  Management Division,  HRAS,  upon  request.

For dissemination  to all  concerned.

Attty,ty#Attyl'MICHA
Officer-in-Cha

S. VILLAFRANCA, CESO Ill

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Support Services

Encl:  As stated

cc:  Office of the Secretary
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MALACANAN PALACE
VANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

PROCLAMATloN NO.    597

DECLARING THE  PERIOD  OF  17 TO 23 JULY OF  EVERY YEAR AS
"NATIONAL DISABILITY RIGHTS WEEK"

WHEREAS,  Section  11, Article  11  of the  Constitution declares  it a  policy of the
State to value the dignity of every human person and guarantee full respect for human
rights;

WHEREAS, Proclamation No.  1870 (s.  1979) declared the third week of July of
every year as the ``National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation (NDPR) Week" to
stimulate  public awareness of the  problems of disability,  encourage  every citizen to
take active  responsibility in the  uplifting of the economic and  social conditions of the
disabled  members of our society,  and  highlight the  nation's efforts towards disability
prevention and  rehabilitation;

WHEREAS,  Proclamation No. 361  (s. 2000) declared July 23 of every year as
the  culmination  of  the  NDPR  Week,  in  commemoration  of the  date  of  birth  of  the
Sublime Paralytic, Apolinario  Mabini;

WHEREAS,  having  ratified  the  United  Nations  Convention  on  the  Rights  of
Persons with  Disabilities (UNCRPD), the country has  been  committed to  its  purpose
to promote,  protect, and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their
inherent dignity;

WHEREAS, there is a need to amend  Proclamation Nos.1870 and 361  to be
consistent with the purpose of the UNCRPD and to promote a rights-based approach
on the celebration; and

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article VII of the Constitution vests in the President the
power  of  control  over  all  the  executive  departments,  bureaus  and  offices  and  the
mandate to ensure the faithful execution of laws;

NOW,   THEREFORE,   I,   FERDINAND   R.   MARCOS,   JR.,   President  of  the
Philippines; by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws,
do  hereby declare the period  of 17 to 23 July of every year as  "National  Disability
Rights Week."

THE PRESIDEP`IT OF THE PHILIPPINES



For this purpose, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD),
through the  National  Council  on  Disability Affairs (NCDA),  is  hereby directed  to  lead,
coordinate, and supervise the observance of the National Disability Rights Week,  and
identify the programs, activities and  projects for the celebration thereof.

All   agencies   and   instrumentalities   of  the   National   Government,   including
government-owned  or -controlled  corporations,  state  universities  and  colleges,  are
hereby  directed,  and  all  local  government  units,  non-government  organizations,  as
well  as the  private  sector,  are  hereby encouraged,  to  render the  necessary support
and assistance to DSWD and  NCDA, and to actively participate in the observance of
the National  Disability Rights Week.

Proclamation  Nos.1870  (s.1979) and  361  (s.  2000) are  hereby repealed.  All
other issuances,  orders,  rules and  regulations,  or parts thereof that are  inconsistent
with this Proclamation, are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of
the Republic of the Philippines to be affixed.

DONE, inthecityofManila,this     13th      dayof                June                , inthe
year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Four.

By the President:
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